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Pastor Gwen SefrhansMurphy:
In this edition of the newsletter, there are a few
Thank You notes. St. Paul has been lucky to have
opportunities to give, do ministry and serve throughout the past year, with our Stained Glass Window
Restoration Fundraiser, our continued support of the
Food Pantry and Backpack Program, our participation in the Hike-a-Thon for the Scholarship Fund at
LOMC and, one project you might not know about,
the delivery of food to the staff of our local schools
as a thank you to them for all they have done over
the past year +. Even with the restrictions we face as
a result of COVID-19, St. Paul is finding new and
creative ways to live out our mission of “Making
Christ Known”. Thank you for your partnership in our
ministry here together!
We have an exciting opportunity!
On Sunday, April 18th, at 8:00 am and 10:30 am,
one of our Council members, Randy DeBaillie, will
be giving a “mission moment” talk on our ministries here at St. Paul. You may be aware that we
have several committees, but you might not know
what the committees do. We will highlight the work
that we do and the ministries to which we are called
here at St. Paul. You can learn about our ministries,
feel inspired, be able to share our story with other
people, and prayerfully consider how you might use
your gifts, interests, and passions to be a part of our
ministry here. Perhaps there is a committee or area
of service that you never thought of being a part of
because you did not know what the focus was.
Members of St. Paul who serve on committees will
be available to talk with people interested in serving.
Sign-up sheets will be available for you, if you are
interested in being a part of the ministry of the committees.

Please see the following information about the different committees and service opportunities at St.
Paul:
Endowment Committee oversees the investments
that comprise the Endowment Fund, oversees the
payment of the approved interest to various funds
and causes throughout the year, and prepares a
yearly accounting of the use of the funds.
Family Life Committee is responsible for providing
support to the children, youth, college, golden years,
and food ministry programs of St. Paul Church. We
put together CUFF (Christians Unite for Fun and Fellowship)
events.
Finance Committee establishes the yearly annual
budget for the congregation, reviews monthly financial reports, and monitors income and expenses to
keep on budget.
Learning Committee is responsible for providing
and enhancing Christian Education experiences for
all ages at St. Paul. They recruit, support, and train
Sunday school teachers. The committee provides
curriculum, facilities and supplies as needed to facilitate the programs.
Property Committee oversees that all church properties are maintained in excellent condition. Monitors
the needs of the church in terms of space and equipment and recommends action when necessary.
Social Ministry Committee is dedicated to handson serving of others through various activities. Supports the Parish Nurse Program. Addresses socioeconomic needs of the community through their outreach.
Stewardship Committee is responsible for the annual pledge drive, develops the format of the pledge
drive and creates annual time and talent sheets for
congregation members.
Witness Committee is responsible for welcoming
new members into the St. Paul Lutheran church family.
Worship Committee is responsible for planning and
assisting with worship services, following the liturgical calendar, planning special music, and identifying
and recruiting volunteers to help with worship. They
work with our paid musicians and our Pastor to plan
worship services that will strengthen the faith of the
members of St. Paul.

Altar Guild- The members of the Altar Guild share
in the preparations of communion for the Saturday
night and Sunday Church services. The Altar paraments are changed following the seasonal and festival colors as listed in the Lutheran Church Year Calendar. Much enjoyment comes with the decorating
of the Church for Christmas with additional help from
others members of the church, we would love to
have you join our group.
Ushers- (during non COVID-19 times):hand out bulletins, count how many people are present in worship, help with turning on lights and fans in the sanctuary.
Readers- read the First Lesson, Psalm, and Second
Lesson
Choir/Bell-Choir- provide music that enhances worship. Choir members have also sung the liturgy during certain seasons of the church year, like the
Easter season.
Sunday School teachers-teach our children about
God, on Sunday mornings from 9:15am-10:15am, in
classes ranging in age from pre-K and Kindergarten
to Sixth Grade. Teachers/Leaders/Helpers could
also assist with Confirmation class and High School
Youth Group. Curriculum and supplies are provided.

150th Anniversary of St. Paul:
NEW DATE: Sunday, March 27, 2022
(POSTPONED):
The 150th Anniversary Committee feels that since
we are unsure whether the State of Illinois will be
totally “open” yet, it is probably best to postpone
our planned April 25th Anniversary dinner one
more time. The Northern Illinois Synod Assembly
which was totally postponed last year will be having
a virtual convention in June this year.
Thank you,
150th Committee

____________________
February 2021
Finances:

Lawn Care -Mow the grass and trim the church yard
during the week assigned (May-October?). There is
a push mower in the shed.
We would love it if there were more people on the
Stewardship Committee and Witness Committee!
Please pray about whether you could help in this
way. We have a STRONG commitment to giving financially at St. Paul but we know that Stewardship
includes more than giving more; it is about faithfully
using ALL the gifts God has given us, including our
gifts, skills and passions.
God’s Peace be with you,
Pastor Gwen

_______________________________

February YTD expenses: $27,684.02
February YTD income: $25, 784.70
February YTD Net Loss: -$1899.32
________________________________

First Communion:
Holy Communion is a blessing and source of
strength from God for every Christian. On
Maundy Thursday, April 1, the following
students received the sacrament of Holy
Communion for the first time.

Phoenix Child
Bennett Dahl
Drew DeBaillie
Maddie Mullen
Haley Thess
Nicolas Thess
Clara Terry
Lane Weber

•

Joyce will let the LCW members know that
they are welcome to come back into church.

__________________________________________
Stained Glass Windows:

May God bless them and keep them always in
his presence and within his body, the church.
May Christ abide in them and provide them with
daily strength and growth in faith.
May God bless them with the riches of this gift
and empower them to be His faithful servants.

______________________________

Council Highlights –
March 2021:
Card Group:
• Will begin meeting again in April on Tuesdays from 2-4.

“And we know that in all things God works for the
good of those who love him, who have been called
according to his purpose.” Rom 8:28
On March 6, 2021 Bovard Studios completed their
work for the Stained Glass window restoration.
We are truly blessed to “See the Light” streaming
clear and bright inside and outside the sanctuary.
Many thanks again, to all of you who made this
project possible, especially during the difficulties
of COVID 19.

Fire Alarm/Security System:
• We are looking into getting quotes for a fire
alarm/security system that would connect the
entire building.

Don’t forget to add your Stained Glass colored picture or creation to the celebration board, so we fill
up all the white space.

150 Anniversary Committee: Actual date of 150
Anniversary is 26 May 2020.
• The Bishop will be attending St. Paul’s 150th
celebration which is now scheduled for
March 27, 2022.

At the Sunday services, on April 25th, we will bless
the Stained Glass windows in celebration of their
beauty, and rejoice in God’s gifts, and His guidance to help us maintain that beauty for future
generations to come.

Endowment:
• Endowment made a motion to donate $1500
to the youth, $300 Backpack, $300 Food Pantry. A second by Ron. All approved.

Thanks be to God!
_____________________________________________

Church Custodian:
• Lori read a resignation by Terri Werkheiser
dated 3/9. We thank Terri for her many
years of service to St. Paul. This job will be
posted in the bulletin and Epistle looking for
a member from the congregation prior to putting it on the Facebook page.
LCW:

Sympathy:

Our sympathy is extended to the Westerlund
family at the passing of Fran Westerlund.
May you find peace and comfort in the
prayers and people around you.

_____________________
Flower Chart 2021:

month of April. If you see that you will be
unavailable on a certain Sunday to which you
have been assigned, please switch with another
member and call Mary Lindgren at 521-8658 to
let her know the changes. Mary has been
calling the worship volunteers each week as a
reminder of their duties, and she will relay these
changes to our church secretary. If you know
you will be absent during certain timeframes,
please let Nikki know so she doesn’t
schedule you to volunteer during that time.
Thank you! Your assistance is appreciated!
Thank you!
April 4, 2021 (Easter Sunday):
7:30 AM:
Lector:

A NEW flower chart for 2021 is available in
the narthex. You may sign up to provide
flowers for 1 or 2 vases for our worship
services. Flowers may be given in honor or
memory of loved ones. Please pay for your
flowers ($20 per vase) at the time you sign
up to provide them in the box located directly
beneath the flower sign-up chart. Lots of
dates still available!
*If you paid for altar flowers last year and did
not get your flowers due to the shutdown,
you can reserve your flowers this year and
we will use your payment from 2020. Thank
you!
__________________________________________

April Worship
Volunteers:

Kim Nightingale

9:30 AM:
Sound:
Jeff Schroeder
Lector (lessons & psalm):
Jane Helke
Altar Guild:
Teresa Carlson
_____________________________________________________

April 11, 2021:
8:00 AM:
Acolyte:
Lector:

Alyssa Peterson
Cindy DeBaillie

10:30 AM:
Acolyte:
Parker Larson
Sound:
Lori Dhabalt
Lector (lessons & psalm):
Sheryl Hiatt
Altar Guild:
Beth Hoffman
_____________________________________________________

April 18, 2021:
8:00 AM:
Acolyte:
Lector:

Bryan Peterson
Kim Nightingale

10:30 AM:
Acolyte:
Aubrey Sandberg
Sound:
Lisa Johnston
Lector (lessons & psalm):
Georgia Veyette
Altar Guild:
Debbie Dahl
_____________________________________________________

April 25, 2021:
8:00 AM:
Acolyte:
Lector:

Cavan Terry
Cindy DeBaillie

10:30 AM:
Acolyte:
Abby Weber
Lector (lessons & psalm):
Rod Ward
Altar Guild:
Frenell Family
_____________________________________________________

Sunday, May 2, 2021
8:00 AM:

Worship volunteers have been assigned for the

Acolyte:
Lector:

Aliyah McRae
Beth Hoffman

10:30 AM:
Acolyte:
Ryan Buffington
Sound:
Sheryl Hiatt
Lector (lessons & psalm):
Diane Gainey
Altar Guild:
Frenell Family
_____________________________________________________

Orion Area Food Pantry &
Volunteer Information:

Wednesday, April 7th at 8:30 AM, LCW will
be having a breakfast meeting.
Luther Church Women

Easter Worship Services:

Easter worship will be at 7:30 AM and 9:30
Each year, the Orion Area Food Pantry asks
members of each of the area churches to
help on food distribution days. Distribution
days: Tuesdays from 4-6 PM, except for
Easter, Thanksgiving, and Christmas meal
distributions, which have longer distribution
hours. Distributions take place at the lower
level of the village hall. If you can help with
any of these dates, please sign up on the
bulletin board located in the courtyard hallway.
St. Paul’s month for donations is March and
September.

AM on Sunday, April 4th. The 7:30 AM service
will be in person and recorded and put online.
If the 9:30 AM service is over the
recommended number, the overflow will be
directed to the Ark to watch worship on the
screen.

______________________
April Birthdays:

New sign-up chart is up and ready for
volunteers to schedule their day!
_____________________________________

LCW News & Events:
WELCA is now LCW
(Lutheran Church Women).

Churchill, Lori
Engstrom, Austin
Abrahamson, Duane
Fredell, Robert
Norton, Nicole
Stiles, Craig
Hampton, Tennyson
Johnson, Lauren
Peterson, Scott
Peterson, Boyd

04/01
04/02
04/04
04/04
04/05
04/05
04/06
04/06
04/06
04/06

Seabloom, Daniel
04/06
Tappero, Gregory
04/08
Chelstrom, Rita
04/09
Christensen, Mike
04/09
Kruse, Kate
04/09
Volbruck, Kathy
04/09
Buffington, Regyn
04/10
Kruse, Amanda
04/10
DeLille, Andrea
04/11
Gekas, Landon
04/11
Gustus, Anne
04/11
Holst, Alisa
04/11
Jacobsen, Evan
04/12
Willhouse, Jacqueline
04/12
Rochleau, Cael
04/14
Swope, Sydney
04/14
Nguyen, Ashten
04/15
Burgert, Adam
04/17
Jacobsen, Michael
04/17
Gainey, Stephen
04/18
Smith, Mackenzie
04/18
DeBaillie, Kyle
04/19
Sandau, Lindsey
04/19
Schmieder, Bethany
04/19
Whitsell, Clark
04/19
Gale, Connie
04/20
Hutton, Jacob
04/20
Churchill, Anna
04/21
Solberg, Sonja
04/21
Crose, Natalie
04/22
Montgomery, Justin
04/22
Ash, Morgan
04/23
Carlson, Elizabeth
04/23
Border, Jennifer
04/24
Thrasher, Ryan
04/24
Whitsell, Courtney
04/24
Buffington, Richard
04/25
Bernhardt, Jeffrey
04/26
Hoftender, Tim
04/27
Carlson, Jeanette
04/28
Nelson, Kristin
04/28
Weber, Kelly
04/28
Larson, Alexandra
04/30
Laverenz, Tereasa
04/30
Ortegel, Olivia
04/30
Terry, Cavan
04/30
__________________________________

April Baptismal
Anniversaries:

Carolyn Carlson
Jillian Dahl
Alaina Lowery
Alivia Lowery
Madelyn Lowery
Paige Lowery
Michael Seabloom
Marjorie Sampson
Benjamin Seabloom
Madison Seabloom
Stacey Burgert
Jolleen Montgomery
Nicholas Johnson
LaVerne Carlson
Mary Johnson
Fred Nightingale
Austin Carlile
Trever Carlile
Mia Christensen
Nate Christensen
Lynne Schroeder
Cody Westerlund
Jordan Hutton
Ava Bollinger
Shirley Hepner
Amelia DeBaillie
Joyce Hepner
Tori Werkheiser
Brianna Dahl
Gillian Schmieder
Roman Schmieder
Anne Carlson
Robert Carlson
Pamela Anderson
Linda Pettifer
Hayley VanDuyne
Paige Beck
Sarah Marshall
Anthony Weihler

04/01
04/01
04/01
04/01
04/01
04/01
04/01
04/04
04/04
04/04
04/05
04/05
04/07
04/08
04/08
04/09
04/10
04/10
04/10
04/10
04/10
04/10
04/11
04/13
04/13
04/14
04/14
04/14
04/15
04/15
04/15
04/16
04/16
04/17
04/18
04/18
04/19
04/19
04/19

Brittney Weihler
04/19
Amber Peterson
04/21
Aaron Roome
04/21
Blake Peterson
04/24
Walker Werkheiser
04/25
Michael Jacobsen
04/26
Joseph Arrington
04/27
Brent Bloomberg
04/27
Aleah Jackson
04/27
Amanda Kruse
04/27
Kimberly Nightingale
04/27
Richard Perrin
04/27
Ava Belowske
04/28
Dalton Larson
04/29
Spencer Beck
04/30
________________________________

Endowment Ministry Programs
Fund:

Grant application forms are in the
hallway.
will

The Endowment Committee

review

all

applications

and

recommend a plan of distribution, which
Church Council will review. Please turn
your form into the church office when it
is completed.

Thank you to the generous donations from
Congregation Members for items for the
Blessing Bags! As this supply runs out, this
committee will restock the bags, but in order to
do so, we continually need help with
donations. The bags ready for distribution are
on the table outside of Nikki's office and the
basket for donations of items for the next
restock is under the that same table! Thank you
to the wonderful members of St. Paul to help
keep this outreach program going!
Family Life Committee would like to keep the
Blessing Bag Program going and needs your
help! We are asking for donations of items to be
put in the bags. The donation items are:
*Warm Socks
*Wipes
*Chapsticks *Granola Bars
*Hand Warmers
*Rain Ponchos
*Deodorant
*Kleenex
*Protein Snacks
*Gum
There is a collection box in the hallway. Please
drop off your donations at any time. Make sure
they are travel size and individually wrapped.
We will stuff bags at our monthly meetings and
have them available for you to take and hand
out as needed. Thank you for your help with this.

APRIL SHOWERS BRING MAY FLOWERS
Most everyone has heard this phrase in the springtime and you probably think about
planting a garden of flowers or vegetables. However, there is meaning behind the words, as
well. The phrase is a reminder that even the most unpleasant of things, in this case the heavy
rains of April, can bring about very enjoyable things, like the abundance of flowers in May.
When I was little, I remember that after it rained, I would go outside and walk barefoot
through the water puddles left in the driveway. Then I would gaze into the puddle and see the
reflection of the clouds and even the sun
starting to shine again. That was my reassurance that something enjoyable would
come from the rain storm. To me, it meant I
could go outside and play and ride my bike
again!! As we grow older and mature in our
faith, maybe we can say ‘Spiritual Rains
Bring Spiritual Flowers.’ I found a short article about dealing with spiritual ‘rains’ in
the same way as dealing with nasty weather.
*Wear boots and a rain jacket-We
do what we can to protect ourselves from
the negative effects of rain. Putting on our
waterproof gear reminds us of some advice
from St. Paul: ‘Put on the whole armor of
God…that you may be able to withstand the
evil in the day...’ (Ephesians 6:11, 13) Paul
outlines what the “armor of God” is: truth, righteousness, peace, faith, the Holy Spirit, and
prayer. These things prepare us to face the enemy. When we go through a stormy season of
life, we can cling to our “rain gear.”
*Grab an umbrella-Similar to the rain gear mentioned above, an umbrella can be used to
help us stay warm and dry. In the same way, God is our spiritual umbrella. He wraps us in his
loving arms, keeping us safe and comforted.
*Drink a warm beverage-On those brisk, spring days when the wind nips, having a warm
beverage in our hands can comfort us throughout our body. We can meditate on Jesus’ words
from the Cross: “I thirst” from John 19:28. He was thirsting for love and redemption. In Psalm
22, He felt alone, however, He knew that He wasn’t. That Psalm, which ends in redemption and
glory, was an act of faith. In the midst of our spiritual storms, we can use it the same way, reminding us that our struggles will also have a glorious end.
*Stay Home-Sometimes the storm is really bad and you have to stay home. Sometimes
we are spiritually beat, and we feel as though we have nothing left to give. In those times, remember that it is okay to rest and/or indulge. When we are going through a spiritual storm, do
not forget to take care of yourself physically! That may mean getting exercise or taking a nap.
This does not make you weak…it makes you human.

*Remember the Sun-Just because it’s cloudy and raining outside does not mean that the
sun has stopped shining. The sun is always shining, even when we can’t see it, because the clouds
are in the way. In our own spiritual difficulty, remember that the SON is still ‘shining.’ He
never stops pouring out His grace into your life. The “clouds” might make it harder to perceive,
but God is always there, and you will “feel” His presence once again, just as the sun returns after the rain.

APRIL SHOWERS WILL BRING MAY FLOWERS!!
I hope you all have a blesséd Easter filled with happiness, peace and love!
~Judy
Blood Drive: A huge thank you to all the donors who
donated their blood at the Blood Drive on March 9. It was a
success with 32 units collected! That means that YOU
helped save up to 96 lives! That is awesome! Thanks also to
Helen, Wilma, Lori, Diane, Brad, and Jen who donated their
time to help me set-up, clean-up, make and serve the soup,
and register the donors! I appreciate everything you all did
to make it a success. I’m planning another Blood Drive for
June, so watch The Epistle for further details and
information.
WALK4FUN: Thanks also to everyone who participated in Walk4Fun during February and
March! We had a great time visiting by social distancing while getting our steps in! I hope you
all can continue walking outside when the weather gets warmer!

